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THE COMPASS WE INTENDED -- WHAT OUR STUDENTS
WILL KNOW TO ENHANCE THEIR UNDERSTANDING,

OWNERSHIP, SATISFACTION AND SUCCESS.

o Our operational definition of liberal education — Why,
1f, then

o The fit of our newly revised General Education
curriculum within our liberal education expectations

o The objective, core mission of the University’s new GE
program — 1ts centrality, intentionality, explicitness,
responsiveness and accessibility

o The curricular integrations — major, GE,
developmental interweaving

o The supporting structures of the campus culture —
equal understanding, common interpretation,
university-wide oversight

o The communications plan for disseminating the
expectation

o The plan for assessing the who, what and how of the
shared expectation and the core’s ongoing relevance




THE REALITY OF OUR EXPERIENCE: THE ROADS TO
AND BEYOND BUY-IN

- What we got right:

« Our GE program renewal effort was driven by a focus
on improved outcomes for our students.

- Those outcomes were well defined, cleanly articulated
and demonstrated support for a broad range of
student needs and expectations.

- The GE reform team engaged students and student
leaders in working sessions and later focus groups.
The working groups provided concrete and practical
examples of the proposed curriculum’s intentions and
benefits. The focus group inputs were recycled to
enhance the unfolding curriculum.

- The “big picture” view of the proposed curriculum
resonated with our students and student buy-in was
facilitated easily and quickly.




THE REALITY OF OUR EXPERIENCE: THE ROADS TO
AND BEYOND BUY-IN — CONT.

« The potholes:

- The work of engaging faculty was far more labor
intensive and far less productive and, unfortunately,
quickly became the Committee’s priority. This work was
not student focused.

« The work of securing administrative commitment to
dedicated leadership for the program extended over a
year; leadership by committee opened the door for
missed opportunity.

- While student support in the developmental phases was
strong, these would not be the affected students.

- The work of engaging and educating prospective
students was relegated to a bottom rung on the list of
priorities and was readdressed only days before new
student orientation. Work at the leadership levels was
never approached.

 While the response of students to individual courses was
overwhelming positive, student knowledge regarding the ‘
overarching program mission and goals was low.




RECLAIMING THE MISSING PIECES: REDEFINING
OUR CENTER, RESHAPING OUR COMMUNICATIONS
AND BROADENING OUR EXPECTED OUTCOMES

o
(@)

Students as focal — The comprehensive response

Supporting structure maintenance
e Dedicated leadership
e Mission alignment
» Broad message dissemination — proactive(?), responsive,
integrated(?), ongoing
Curriculum deconstruction to fuel knowing — The what of
our messages
 Why prescribed courses and developmental sequence
e Why opportunity for choice
 Why collaborative and interdisciplinary course design and
delivery

Curriculum assessment to connect students’ understanding
of program intentions with their ability to assess program
validity and reliability in real time and overtime relative to
their learning needs and interests independent of and in
support of their disciplinary and occupational pursuits




AN EVOLVING DESIGN — DEVELOPING OUR OWN BEST
PRACTICES

o Creating the common thread

o Marketing in-house and on the road
e The targets

e The team
e The media

o Assessing our progress
e What
e When
e How

o Retooling what we know




Communicating Park

Unaversity’s Liberal Education
Program




Park University Campus
enters




PROBLEMS:

m In Effect, Two Different General Education Requirements: One
for Traditional 16-week students and Another for Distance
Students (Campus Center and Online)

m Different Application of GE requirements: Just about any
course in a discipline would count for 27 of the 52 hours
required for Distant Students

m Different Organizational Cultures




YEAR ONE

m Initially a Faculty Taskforce worked in isolation. They proposed a
good plan, based on best practices. Their only feedback was from
other faculty.

m Once campus wide discussions started, it became apparent that the
plan was unworkable for the whole university.
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m We tested the proposed (Liberal Arts) program with actual
transcripts of transfer students

m Compromises reached. Program renamed “Liberal Education”

m Program approved by Faculty Senate




e
)

m Park Distance Learning introduces new objections
m Objections further investigated
m Adjustment made to transfer guidelines

m A proposal to further delay the program is rejected by the Faculty
Senate

m Program ready for AY 2010-2011




Park University
Liberal Education Program

The Liberal Education (LE) Program at Park University—/Integrative Literacies for Global
Citizenship—is education that develops an awareness of human potentials. It develops proper
attitudes for realizing such potentials through critical and informed judgments that foster
concern for individual and social well-being. It develops a love for learning by encouraging
activities that promote knowledge of the basic concepts, methodologies, and rewards of
learning. It builds skills and competencies that help students acquire the distinctive outcomes
defined in the University vision, mission, core values, and literacies. These outcomes include:

Analytical and Critical Thinking
Community and Civic Responsibility
Scientific Inquiry

Ethics and Values

Literary and Artistic Expression
Integrative and Interdisciplinary Thinking

oueEwNE

For more information on the Park University Literacies, and the specific subcompetencies of
each, visit
https://my.park.edu/ICS/Offices/Academic_Affairs/Faculty_Manual/Curriculum_lssues/Litera
cies_in_the_Curriculum/

In shifting our terminology from “general” to “liberal” education, Park University also aligns
itself with the American Association of Colleges and Universities’ definition of liberal education:
“An approach to college learning that empowers individuals and prepares them to
deal with complexity, diversity and change. It emphasizes broad knowledge of the
wider world (e.g., science, culture and society) as well as in-depth achievement in a
specific field of interest. It helps students develop a sense of social responsibility as
well as strong intellectual and practical skills that span all areas of study, such as
communication, analytical and problem-solving skills, and includes a demonstrated
ability to apply knowledge and skills in real-world settings.”



Il. Overview of LE Program Requirements
The following curriculum is required of students in all Bachelors degree programs, at all

Campus Centers, and in all modes of instruction who enter the University under the 2010-11
Catalog.

Core Courses Credits

EN 105, First Year Writing Seminar | 3
EN 106, First Year Writing Seminar || 3
MA 120, Basic Concepts of Statistics or MA 131, College

Algebra, or higher 3
CA 103, Public Speaking or TH 105, Oral Communication, or

CA 105, Introduction to Human Communication 3
(S 140, Introduction to Computers or higher or

departmental equivalent 3
Science with a lab 4

Liberal Education Electives

At least 6 hours LE designated courses in the Social Sciences 6
At least 6 hours of LE designated courses in the Arts &

Humanities 6
At least 3 hours of LE designated courses in the Natural and

Physical Sciences (except computer science) 3
LE 300, Seminar in Integrative and Interdisciplinary Thinking 3

TOTAL 37cr.



PARK UNIVERSITY
LIBERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (starting fall 2010)

Core Courses

EN 105, First Year Writing Seminar |

EN 106, First Year Writing Seminar |l

MA 120, Basic Concepts of Statistics or

MA 131, College Algebra, or higher

CA 103, Public Speaking or TH 105, Oral 3
Communication, or CA 105, Introduction to
Human Communication

WlWw|w

CS 140, Introduction to Computers or higher or 3
departmental equivalent

Science with a lab 4

Liberal Education Electives

At least 6 hours LE designated courses in the social 6

sciences

At least 6 hours of LE designated courses in Arts & 6

Humanities

At least 3 hours of LE designated Natural and 3

Physical Sciences (except computer science)

LE 300: Seminar in Integrative and Interdisciplinary 3

Thinking

TOTAL 37 cr.

lll. Graduation Requirements

Not included in the Liberal Education Program are the following graduation
requirements:
¢ LE 100, First Year Student Seminar (for first-time freshman)
« EN 306, Professional Writing in the Discipline (or departmental equivalent)
e The Writing Competency Test



VII. LE Program Policies and Transfer Credit Evaluation

* Up to six (6) hours of LE-designated credit may concurrently fulfill the requirements
of the LE program and a student’s major.
* All LE-designated courses may be applied to the requirements of a student’s minor.
* Accommodations may be made to meet individual program accreditation requirements.
* LE Program requirements are waived for students who transfer with AA and AS
degrees from accredited colleges/universities.
* Transfer credit will be accepted for LE-designated courses:
1. If the transferred courses match LE-designated courses in the Park
University catalog or
2. If the transferred courses are designated as “general education” courses in the social
sciences, humanities, or natural and applied sciences at the accredited institution from which
they are being transferred or
3. In cases where neither #1 or #2 apply, the transferred courses are evaluated as
equivalent based on discipline-specific criteria provided to the Registrar’s Office by the
academic departments or, when necessary, by Department Chairs themselves.
4. If a student is transferring 60 or more hours but does not have an AA or
AS degree, the Registrar’s Office may accept those courses based on discipline, and only if the
courses are at the 100 or 200-level. These 60 or more hours must be from accredited
colleges/universities, or credit recommended by the American Council on Education (ACE)



m Distribution and presentation of
new LE Curriculum to
Academic Advisors and Park
Student Success Center
(Summer 2010)

m Distribution of new LE
Curriculum to incoming
freshmen at Freshman
Orientation (August 2010)

Distribution of new LE
Curriculum at Fall Faculty

Conference to all faculty
(August 2010)

Distribution of new LE
Curriculum at the gathering of

all Campus Center Directors
(September 2010)




m Need new courses for LE
program

Decided on a 2-year transition in
which current GE courses would
count for certain LE courses

m How do faculty propose new
courses?

Website dedicated to the process
with a flow chart

Working out details of

transferability with Registrar’s
Office

Numerous meetings between
Interim Provost and Registrar

Appointment of Individual in
charge of the program

Assistant Dean of CLAS




m LE 300: Integrative and
Interdisciplinary Learning
course

Not enough courses

Communication from the
Assistant Dean to faculty and
campus centers

m So far the effect on the
students have been the least
problematic
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\ Why We’re Here Today
To Develop a Way to Breathe Life
Into the Liberal Arts for the

Class of 2015
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\ So That By The Time They’re
Here....




2\ They Think More About Their
Education Than This
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We know why studying the Liberal

Arts is important:
- Lays foundation for a career by learning
more than facts

* Forms opinions and judgments, rather than
deferring to outside authorities

* Develops a moral compass — knowing good from
evil, justice from injustice, civility from disrespect

* Prepares for the marketplace of ideas rather than
acquiring time-bound skills driven by the

marketplace
u SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY *
& The College of Arts and Sciences
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The Discussion of What is a Liberal Arts
Education has a Long and Rich History:

« Captured in Bruce Kimball’s Orators and Philosophers

« Of concern to professional organizations like AAC&U and
CCAS

As a curriculum it is:

« Typically defined as groupings of required coursework

« Liberal Arts Core at Syracuse

* General Education in the SUNY System

« Essential Learning Outcomes by AAC&U’s LEAP Initiative
(Liberal Education & America’s Promise)

& Uy
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

The College of Arts and Sciences




"It is not so very important for a person to learn
facts. For that he does not really need a college.
He can learn them from books. The value of an
education in a liberal arts college is not the
learning of many facts but the training of the
mind to think something that cannot be learned
from textbooks.*

Albert Einstein

--1921, on Thomas Edison's opinion that a college
education is useless

"Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the life-long
attempt to acquire it."

--Letter to an admirer, March 22, 1954

¥ % SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

; ‘ The College of Arts and Sciences
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Then Why Do We Reduce Something So Noble
as the Liberal Arts Curriculum....
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Syracuse University

1S?

The College of Arts and Sciences
Core and General College Requirements Checksheet

Name: Core Status: Incomplete Program:
sSUID: Level:
Major(s): Declared?
Writing Studio (6 credits) Incomplete
1. 2
Intensive Writing (3 credits) Minor(s):
1a. Minimum Required A&S Credits: 96
Total Earned A&S Credits:
Langquage OR Quantitative Skills Total In Progress A&S Credits:
(612 credits) Incomplete Total A&S Credits:

- Four (3 or 4 credit courses in each division incl. a 2 course seq.)
- Of the 12 courses required in the Divisional Perspectives.

no more than 3 courses may be from the same dept.
- Lines 3 and 4 are reserved for sequence courses

Humanitjes Incomplete

1. 2.

3 4.

Social Sciences incomplete

1 2.

3 4.

Natural Sciences and Math Incomplete
LAB:

1 2.

3 4.

CRITICAL REFLECTIONS Incomplete

(two approved courses 6-8 credits)

1. 2.

AP - Advanced Placement
TC - Transfer Credit

(IP}) - Course In Progress
(BP) - Approved by Petition

Reflects academic changes posted on or before:

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Minimum Remaining: 96

Minimum Required Upper Division Credits: 30
Total Earned Upper Division Credits:

Total Upper Division Credits:
Minimum Remaining: 30

Total Credit Status: Incomplete

Minimum Remaining: 120

The College of Arts and Sciences



GENERAL (UNDECLARED)
2010-2012 DEGREE PLAN (expices 08,/2018)

UNIVERAITY CORE REQUIREMENTS

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ART3 REQUIREMENTS

mw.-hd_m“ CORe = 42 HoURS Foreign L A bl ol o ¥ equal | or bene scmpletion of e

 signaturs Coursajy_ USR03 o _ fouth semesiern one languags

Communkcation i [ RHE 208 m] [m] o =]
e WhrmmiaFiags " T T T T
H ILiberal Arbs Writing Flag 2 courses: i
i Core Wriling Flag it 3 hours | o P ]
§ May ot fuil another Core requiemant o ::_,h[wb’.mmﬂwnm 5 i

Humanities o [ E 316K

__________ GOVIIOL roqukredy amg O] GOVEIZL
_________ o _ ild:‘_ _ _“f _ _ _32Por 3R | Social Schence: 2 hours
dusl bee i & diffaren dledd drom Thal wsed in the core. Cose

3 s US i sory A
American History 0% dary [m] appravad courses in Soclal Scence wil count loward this o
B I U it T0) Hisory & o requirement. List of agslicnal courses avaliabie i e
e Litvaral Arls Stuent Divisian or in your degarmenl,
P - - - - - - -2 e - Math: 3 hows exchidng M 301, 310K and ateL
1, 3 il
R e 0—— _ |y bo hifiod by Gore Requiament in Matpomaties_ _ _ _ B ——
ot o Meatural Sclence: @
Schance nobagy, . , Miasing
Part! ooy & hours in & single Reld of shudy * ¥, Bitlogy, by, Geokagy, o
____________________ O-——— _ | compuer ‘Stallstics and Schenlt
Schance & Technology, o hwours In & fid of shsdy dilenend mluammmmmmmmm; o
[Partioy fram s usedinPert 14 O -——— _|¢ Sludenl Dhison.® _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ ____ _
Culural Expression, Haman & Thiught: 3 haurs
Visuial & Parfomuing 3 haurs 4 Ligtal Gourses svalabie In e Liveral Ans a
oS0y a Dhvistan or & your
|
e e o s o s Jo—
HOTES FOR hhhuh—lm-‘h““lwm for e & Litwrsl.
& LIBERAL ARTS | 1 toee 8 houn I con mifac o b saad tor o Cors M, s . Toctres et
RECUIREMENTS: | ﬂhmh&ﬂl-ﬁnﬁdmhﬁhhhlﬂuﬂﬂlm-ﬂ]—' oy sk cmam |
ET g be used. It rafer 22 rever
.

MAJOR & MINOE REQUIREMENTS
Muios: GeneraL (cossurt 2010-2012 Unperorapuate CATALOG FOR SFECIFIC MAJOR REQUIREMENTE)
* At least 18 hows of dhe major must be dane in residence
Total hours required: [
Total upper-division hours requinsd: [
MinoR: Corsull 20102012 Undengracste Calalog ior specilic minor fequisements

“ Atioast § hours of f minar must be dong in residence

For most majors, 12 howrs (Inckding & hours upper-didson) in [m] [m] o o
i oeve ol Thakd of sludy cubside e major

ELECTIVES | Addbonal hours s needsd lo camplels (e minkium 120 hotsrs feguired for & B.A s upper dision and N resisence ous (see checkist beiow)
The falicuing courses will gl count loward elecives: FHY 206, PED, PL and KW 118; SPE 1400 Music 200, 2004, or 2008

GENERAL DEGREE REQUIREMENTS CHECELIST:
0] Mo more Ihan 38 hous I ane subjec!
0] Mo moee han 38 hows in ane college jaxcep! Libarsl Arls & Nabural Sclenoes)

[0 Mo ot than 18 hous passiall jorly ekectives may be laken passiil)
[0 UT Girade Paind Avarage of 200 in af cowses ailemgled

[0 Major Grade Peind Average ol .00 {see speclc majans lor axseglions)

O A minkmum i 120 bours lobsl

O 36 hours uppar-division {18 hours upper-division in residence)
O B0 hoisrs I nessicdenos fhol chedlby
O 8 hours of major and & houns of mince in residence
O 24 o ksl 30 hours in reskdence:

MNoTes:

Univ. of Texas — Austin

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

‘ The College of Arts and Sciences




Or This?

30 Hours above 299 Minimum Hours to Graduate
UNIERSITY Jor. . "
) Arts and Sciences Advising I:|125 Elmu- D per Dual Matriculation (+30)
College of Arts and Sciences 107 Ofdfather Hall
- - Lincoin, NE 63588-0330 ~130 nours Tor Soreign Y.
I'I'O]Il ACE Advising Check Sheet (402) 4724180 Addional hours may be needed wmmd\n&g&e
General Education Requirements for the Bachelor of Arts ecis requirEmEnts, INCUANG Majors and
Accepted Mininmm hours
Date | UNL hours Total hours -
Name: HU ID#: Bulletin Year, transfer hours remaining
Adviser. Date: + =
+ =
Entrance Requirements [ Joid [ New (gradusted high school in January 1987 or after)
ok [pefcienc MajoriMinor Coursework- Major coursework mu;mea grade of C or better. Minor coursework mustbe a C or
Courses used to clear better if following the 08-08 bulletin or subseguent bulletii
ACE Student Learning Outcomes (see ACE handout- 30 hours)
®  Check the Undergraduate Bulletin or hito/face unl eg! (Certified Course List) for courses that apply to the ACE
areas.
College Distribution Requirements (19 hours + Language)
These requirements are designad to further the purposes of liberal education by encauraging study in several different
areas. Courses satisfying these may impart or broadly connect the subject matter
to other areas of knowledge. All requirements are in addition to ACE requirements. A student may not use a single
course to satisfy more than one of the 5D A student cannot use a single
course to satisfy both an ACE outcome and a College Di: i study and interm-
ships cannot be used. Courses from interdisciplinary programs will count in the same area as courses from the home!
cross-isted department(s). Review degree audit for courses or see http unl html for a
complete list.
A Written @ ) D. Social Science (3 hours)
ruhesumnunmumwumeumml Select fom G Studies,
T ""l’ Polfical Scsence, Psychology, or Sociology
B ) N Electives
ﬁmnnrg Physical and Mathematical Sciences E L ges Classical and M 06 )
hours| . Futfiled by he compleon of 8 cradit hours at the 200-ievel
Fiom 2 diferent departments, including ot least 1 b science oy in 2 singie foreign language in one of the following depart-
course from the Natural or Physical 5. Lab courses 3y menie: Classics and Religious
be selected from Biochemistry, Bioiogical Sciences, Chemistry, o I s curmently available in
e Physics and Astronomy. Geography 3 ggica) Hebrew, Chinese, Czech Japa-
Anthropology”. ANl other courses select from: Biochemistry, Bio-  noa | ain, and Spanish. A shident who has
logical Chemisiry. Science and Enginesring.  completed the fourth-year level of ane foreign i high
Geology, Meteorology, Mathematis, Physics & ASUTONOMY. 300 ool ic evempt from the languages requirement
Eedsgaeam!awdﬂm&&‘;:wmh ‘ ‘ I I ‘
o
Lab
C. Humanities (§ hours)
From 2 different departments._ select from Classics”, English, His- .
fory. Languages & Literatures”. Philosophy. and Religious Courses Not Applicable toward Degree
Studies” "language courses numbered 210 or befow apply only for ‘5ee Undergracuate bulletin for deialls on Exciusions and Restrictions
the Foreign Language requirement

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

; The College of Arts and Sciences
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LINEIPITTINEEY  Bachelor of Arts Degree Checksheet |[Rsus et

300200 hevel
B Jemiits of coursewark from IUPUL jor cher U compazez]
P Edcrdit maxmus from 5 2 yeer coliege orinzBufon
minimus cusulsiive GPA of 20

Majors within the School of Liberal Arts:
|zee smparate sheet for requirements in e major)

Hdiicans Sudies [AFAC)

Amerian Sign Lengusge! English Inerpreing (ASL] {£.5)
Aethropclogy [ANTH]

Commenication Studies

Sparizh [SPAK}
CORE COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

FirstYear

1 cowrse) 1-3 csdits.

J— BLA-E 100: First Year Buccess Seminar
UCOLA 118 Frst Year Seminar
\Waiwmdi Traseriar shudentwith 15 credis ormore.

AREA |: COMMUNICATIONS CORE

. Englich Composisien fuliilz PUL
2 gowrsesl § oredl, must e, C o higher

ENG-IN 130131 or ENG-H 131 ar ENGAW 140: Elsmentary Compositon |
— ENGW 132 or ENGW 231 or ENG-W 150 Bemesinry Composition I

B. Speech Communication fulils PUL
1 Jeredls
COMU-R 110: Fundomentals of Specsh Gommanication

C. Fareign Language Fulills PULs [T 2,
up s 10 credits; first pear mofiziency in & sngle language
Langusge: chacze fram:
American Sign Language [ABL). Arabic (HELE), Chinese (EALC, French [FREM).
German [SER), Ilian (ITAL), Japanese (EALC), Latin {CLAS), Spanich [SPAN)
___ 117,113znd 11% Begnring or Bazic | | end I

m md 132: Intensive Beginning | and ||

Plogement in 20iHeue] or higher (fusils requinement but cams ro credt % )

AREA |k BASIC COURSES

A dealytic Skillz fuliilz PUL ]
2 cowrses) 6 credit hours (See note sbout courses that wil nod court

I.U.TH-l.l‘Iith'-fS-quE‘alulu

MATH 2Z31000: Caleulus for Life Scisnces |

®
28l shderis must e an seplicaion for gradesion By pesied desdines.

i [ p— Sez the buletin for official degree
EFI- EM i .

Adiifonal methemsics, safstizs, samguder progremming or bgic course:
Mathematice-
Snepn'nnlst
monfm Inkroduction i Sinfsticel Theary in Eseromics
‘Spaial Sisfisfics

SOCAR 359 Inredusion bo Socickogical Stalisics
STAT 30100: Bemesiary Stafckica Methed: |
Computer ng:
BUSH 201: The Computerin Business
CSCHN 201: Programming Concats
CSCHN 207: Dakn Arpsis Using Sgrendsbest
CSCHN 219 Inbroduciion 8o Dlainhases
Logic:
PHIL-D 162 Lagiz
PHIL-P 265 Inredusion ko Symboic Logis
Courses n the sbowe coiepory mey epply towerd Both the Lisjor and Aasiylic Skl

B. Masural Science mwuﬂ;‘,p
ER =p one , 0 Gouraes in e major

.

ENTH-A 103: Hum(h_]nsmdhdli:rr@smﬁ:.)
HET-A100: The Solar System (3

HET-A105: mmmq:mu}

BET-A 130: Short Courses in Asbenomy (1 credl]

BI0L 1071: Concapts of Biokgy | [inchudes |ab, pre-prolessional) 5 crdits)
BI0LK 103: Consepts of Bokgy |l fincudes lek, zre-srofessionsl] 5 credits]
BIOLN 100 Corlemporary Biniogy {3 ceedts]

EIOLN HI7: Exghering the Wark of Arimas (nchdz: |sk) (4 credikz)

EIOLN 200 The Biclogy of Women 3 credits)

BIOLHN 212 N 243: Humen Eiclogy (wih leb) [3 condits, 1 credit)

BIOLN 7147 N 215 Humen Biclogy (with lab) [3 coeditn, 1 credit)

BI0LHN 217 Heman Physiaiogy (nchudes lak] (5 creditz)

BIOLN I51: Inbroducien fo Micrekickogy [incudes lab) [3 coedie]

BI0LH 261: Heman Anskomy fnclaclen ) |5 creds)

BI0LH 322 Ieirodociory Prnciples of Genelea {3 edis]

CHEM-C 100: The World of [ crdits)

CHEM-C 101) C 121: Blementary Chemisty | i lab} [3 crodits, 2 creditz)
CHEM-C 105/ C 125: Peinciples oF Cheriskry | [wih ) (3 cedis, 2 condiin)
CHEM-C 106/ C 125: Principles of Chemizkry || mith Iak), 3 credits, 2 creditz)
GEDGG 107! G 108: Physical Sysiams of the Envivcement fuith lak) (3 credity, 2 cradis)
GEDG-G 303 Westhes and Climale 3 wedis)

GEDG-G 307- Biogeograpiy- The Distsbution of L (3 cudis]

GEOL-G 107 G 117: Enviranment Geology (wihlnb (3 wedin, 1 sredil]
GEOL-G 1001 G 114 Furdamenials of Earh History (wilh sk} (3 credils, 1 cred)
BEOL-G 110/ G 120: Physical Gedngy juikh lek} [3 credit, 1 coedd)

GECL-G 206: Adeenged Physical Geokogy Labarslory (lst) (1 credl]

GEOL-G 115: Inbroduchion io Doeancgrphy [3 coediis}

IECL-G]W Dimosurs [3 credits)

PHYS 0000: Prysics in the Modem Weed (inchides k) (5 cradis)
PHYS 14000 Shart Cowses in Physics {1

PHYS 15200: Mecharics (ncdes las) (4 credit)

PHYS 20000: Cur Physical Exviranment [includes lak] {3 credita]
FHYS 21300: Ganeral Physics {nchudes lab] {2 cedis]

PHYS 21300: Benerol Pysics I nchdes k) 4 crediz}

m&iﬁwnawm@mm

. History fulfils PULs [T1F
2 courses/ § credit heurs

FEST-H 408 Perspecives on the Word ko 1800 OR.
HIST-H 113 History of Westem Chvilzation |

HEST-H W% Perspecives on the Word since 1500 OR
HEST-H 114: Hiskary of Wesbem Civilzalion Il
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We contend that by doing so our students see
the Liberal Arts Core Curriculum as:

« Nothing more than a checklist of courses to get “out
of the way” rather than as laying a foundation for
further study and intellectual growth

e A series of boxes or lines to be filled in

And nothing more than a thoughtless process
done once a semester when choosing courses
for no other reason than to fulfill requirements
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Liberal Arts Core Checklists Provide:

* No context for individual courses selections
« No interconnectedness of courses to goals

And this is as true for students as it is for
advisors and faculty

Why?

Because the original intentions of a deliberative faculty
when creating the requirements are overshadowed by
categories, lists of courses, and checklists
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What’s Next?

What can we do to help students, advisors, and
faculty to understand and appreciate:

* The goals and underlying purpose of a LAC

« How a LAC enhances the educational outcomes of a
baccalaureate degree

« How a LAC provides the foundation for majors and
minors, and life after college

*  Why choosing courses in a LAC should be a meaningtul
and creative experience rather than an exercise in

checking boxes
u SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY *
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Our proposal/pilot for change

Adding meaning to a LAC curriculum means
adding engaged and interactive interest

We have guidebooks and checklists that all look the same to
individual students — representations are not unique, although

the goal is to provide students with their own experience with
a LAC

We have faculty and advisors who don’t see a LAC as the
foundation for strengthening a student’s intellectual
experience with majors and minors

We want to develop and interactive and creative process for
student and advisors to engage in that results in a visyal
representation — a type of mapping that is unique
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Visualization, individualizing, and
interaction
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Visualization, individualizing, and
interaction

By LUy An by _ i by
i S
L ka“;h‘ kjﬁﬁl s =

2. SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

The College of Arts and Sciences



N

Visualization, individualizing, and
interaction
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Why may this approach work?

Some preliminary thoughts:

e Students and advisors see something grow and evolve as each
student develops an individual roadmap through a LAC

« Narratives that describe the goals of different conceptual
elements of a LAC would be incorporated into the process of
developing these visualizations

« The look of each student’s outcome would be unique —
although the basic goals of a LAC would be realized

e The process may be more intellectually engaging than
interacting with a checklist

It may even prove to be fun!
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Replacing Mystery with Meaning:
What can we do to help students understand and
appreciate general education requirements and a
liberal arts curriculum?

Presiding: Gerald R. Greenberg [ggreenbe@syr.edu]
Syracuse University

Panelists: April Massey [amassey@udc.edu]
University of the District of Columbia

Thimios Zaharopoulos [thimios@park.edu]
Park University

Kandice L. Salomone [salomone@syr.edu
Syracuse University
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